




WORDS FROM THE WIZARD
HEY OTTAWA - WELCOME TO THE 
HOUSE OF TARG! We’ve got a sweet month of arcade 
action planned for you with exciting new games to explore, delicious 
varieties of handmade perogies to sample and a calendar packed 
with every sort of show/event under the sun!! Be sure to check our 
BLACKBOARD for daily Food & Drink Specials - lots of good stuff coming 
your way. Oh Ya… each year, Maclean’s Magazine asks university students across 
the country to name the best places to eat, drink and study & TARG made the list of TOP LIVE 
MUSIC VENUES in Canada… maybe the education system actually works ha ha! Thank you for 
your continued interest and support - we are here to serve you!! - yogi



Back in my wilder pre-wizard days of 
2009, living fast and loose, single and 
broke and playing in 5 bands at the 
same time I was put to a challenge by 
my friend Emmanuel Sayer (formerly 
of Ottawa Explosion fame) to write a 
song every single day in 2010.

Being a young ambitious songwriter and also 
having put out four E.P.’s and an album of 
material under the guise “Male Nurse” I agreed 
to the challenge, feeling confi dent that it would 
be a breeze... TURNED OUT MORE LIKE A 
HURRICANE THAT TOOK OVER MY LIFE!

Every day, regardless of work, band practice, 
social engagements or even sickness I would 
force myself to get my laptop out, set up 
microphones, guitars, ukuleles, keyboards, 
banjos, mandolins, drums etc. and bang out a 
song for that day. Try to write lyrics, sometimes 
fail. I allowed myself one cover song per week 
so that at least one day would be marginally 
easier than the others. 

Brought my laptop on a couple tours and 
recorded from the road, even recorded Paul 
Collins (The Nerves, Paul Collins Beat) in his 
nyc loft while we were on tour together! Seemed 
like that was a pass! At one point my studio 

was broken into and I had my guitar as well 
as my roommates equipment stolen. I found 
out my father had been diagnosed with 
cancer. I lost my job over my own stupidity. I 
foraged on. Somehow I made it to the end of 
the year, not unscathed. Defi nitely would not 

recommend this project 
to anyone to undertake 
unless they have a lot 

of free time. 
 
One thing I learned was that if you do put 
your mind to something and are passionate 
about it, you can make it happen! Go out 
and try something, challenge yourself! I 
wrote more songs than Kurt Cobain - take 
that history! Also I have a musical diary that 
I can go back to always and reminisce about 
the good, the bad and the ugly.

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY
To celebrate the almost ten year anniversary 
of this monumental undertaking, I’ve 
organized a show at BLACK SQUIRREL 
BOOKS FRI JUNE 14, next door BFF’s of 
House of TARG, and have invited some 
friends to help celebrate the milestone: 
SAD CANADIAN BOY (Ott Stargazing hip 
hop) + YARNS (Belgium Dream Pop)  + DAY 
OF NIAGARA (Noise/Experimental) + MALE 
NURSE (me)!



The most unusual fact about Mappy was that 
only 400 cabinets were made, but only 200 
were released as the actual game itself. Bally 
Midway scooped up the rest of the cabinets 
and converted them into Junior Pac-Man 
conversions.  

In Mappy, you portray a mouse patrolman 
trying to recover stolen goods in Goro’s 
mansion. The graphics are stenciled 
beautifully, and the game music is based 
solely on ragtime. There are a total of 15 
rounds in the game. While controlling Mappy, 
the player uses trampolines to jump from fl oor 
to fl oor, collecting all the items awhile dodging 
Goro himself (Boss The Big Bit) and his 
notorious henchmen Meowsky (Naughty Folks). 
Don’t run into these villains or you’ll lose a 
life. You’ll receive a 

free man at the 20,000 point plateau and 
again at 70,000 points.  

Make a point at trying to grab the stolen 
items in pairs. This will increase your score 
generously if you can grab the treasure while 
it’s fl ashing. The stolen items include a safe, 
a radio, a painting, and a computer, If you can 
fi nd the safe that’s fl ashing after grabbing the 
fi rst one, it’s worth 4X the points.  

You can also slow down your pursuers 
by opening the glowing green door and 
unleashing the “microwave”. This will sweep 
Meowsky (depending on the number) and 
GORO, away for a Mystery Score. Cats will also 
be stunned when you hit them with regular 
doors. There are 4 of these doors in all, so use 
them wisely. Striking cats with a bell (starting 
at Round 8) also produces a Mystery Score.  

Finally, Rounds 3, 7, 11, and 15 are bonus 
rounds. If you gather all the balloons in the 
required time, you receive 5,000 points and an 
additional 5,000 after that.  

See you next month, gamers! 





THUR JUNE 6 - House of TARG, Sitting On The 
Outside and Whitewater Brewing present: SOTO 
FEST III Gig #1 w/ THE PRETZELS, CHAROGNE, 
SPELLRUNNER, NAILBITERS, GET OFF THE COP 
and BUG BITES - check out the fi rst night of 
this growing annual music fest - doors@7pm!! 
***EARLY START/EARLY FINISH***

FRI JUN 7 - House of TARG and Beaus All Natural 
present: 80’s DANCE PARTY: HBD Prince Edition w 
DJ REMI ROYALE + THE JOHN HUGHES ORCHESTRA 
(80’s New Wave Tribute + a special set featuring 
some of THE PURPLE ONE’S GREATEST HITZ). The 
most authentic 80’s dance party in the universe is 
back and everyone’s invited!!!! Dance the night 
away to all your 80’s favourite tunes brought to 
you by our very own wizard and DJ REMI ROYALE!! 
Singalongs, lasers galore PLUS live tribute bands!! 
***DANCE PARTY***

SAT JUN 8 - House of TARG, Sitting On The 
Outside and Ashton Brewing present: SOTO 
FEST III featuring TORTURED SKULL (Hatfi eld,MA 
Punk/Metal) + ASILE (Ott Hardcore) + GAZM 
(MTL Hardcore) + DOXX (Ott Hardcore) + DEATH 
EXCLAMATIONS (Ott Punk) - doors@9pm!!! 
***PUNK OVERLOAD***

WED JUNE 12 - House of TARG presents: BLANK 
NOTION + The Downtalkers + O NEPTUNE  - join 
us for this special ALL AGES concert featuring 
Ottawa’s newest/youngest rock, synth and indie 
acts doors@8pm!! ***$1 OFF ANY ORDER 
OF OUR HANDMADE PEROGIES EVERY 
WEDNESDAY!!***

THUR JUNE 13 - House of TARG, Wayne Eagles 
and Whitewater Brewing present: OUT THERE 
SOUNDS: Jazz Fusion Nite w/ FUNK YO SELF Check 
out this new Jazz/Fusion music series showcasing 
mind-blowing musicianship that pushes the 
boundaries of rock, blues & funk through the power 
of jazz harmony, improvisation & inspiration from 

OUT THERE! ***EARLY START/EARLY FINISH***

FRI JUNE 14 - House of TARG, Wayne Eagles 
and Beaus All Natural present: FUNKADELIC 
TRIBUTE preformed live by HARDCORE JOLLIES a 
7piece ensemble of featuring some of Ottawa’s 
most talented & funky musicians. Expect top 
shelf musicianship as this incredible band pulls 
you along on psychedelic rock-oriented journey. 
Plus DJ B-Rad Spinning an eclectic batch of weird 
& out there R&B, & Funky space jamz - all on 
100% vinyl   ***FREEYOURMINDANDYOURASS 
WILLFOLLOW*** 

SAT JUNE 15 - House of TARG and Ashton 
Brewing present: BIG SHINY TUNES LIVE! w VJ 
Jeff The Temp +  Tributes to NIRVANA (done 
by REBELLE) & WEEZER (done by members of 
SIDELINES & THE SUFFERING BOOTH). Join us for 
a night of 90’s action - live band tributes along 
with all your favourite 90’s music vids on the big 
screen!!! ***GUARANTEED FUN***

SUN JUNE 16 - House of TARG and BIG RIG 
Brewer present: FATHER’S DAY FREE-PLAY ALL 
YOU CAN EAT BRUNCH BUFFET 2019. Get in dad’s 
good books by treating him to unlimited classic 
arcade action & brunch. Fun for the whole family. 
10am - 2pm ***FATHERS DAY FAMILY FUN***

WED JUNE 19 - House of TARG and PBR 
present: THE MOTORLEAGUE (Moncton Rock) +  
OLD JAMES (Ottawa Rawk) + MOSELY (Ottawa 
Alt Rock). Pumped for a wicked night of rock 
action featuring the return of our pals from out 
eats - doors@8pm!! ***$1 OFF ANY ORDER 
OF OUR HANDMADE PEROGIES EVERY 
WEDNESDAY!!***

THUR JUNE 20 - CLOSED FOR PRIVATE 
EVENT ***BOOKING YOUR VERY OWN TARG 
PRIVATE PINBALL & PEROGI PARTY 
WWW.HOUSEOFTARG.COM/PARTY***

A GUIDE TO ALL THE CONCERTS TAKING PLACE AT 
HOUSE OF TARG THIS JUNE.

Psych Rock) + ANNUNAKI (Nanaimo Psych Duo) 
+ MONOBROW (Ott Instrumental Stoner Doom) + 
HORSEMAN, PASS By Join us for two nights of mind 
expanding psych action - doors@9pm!!! ***TAKE 
THE TRIP***

SAT JUNE 29 - House of TARG, Birdman Sound, 
CKCU FM, Cardinal Fuzz Recs and Ashton Brewing 
present: Ottawa Psych Fest II: Nite Two w/ PLASTIC 
CRIMEWAVE SYNDICATE (Chicago Cosmik-Free-
Punk) + THE BAND WHOSE NAME IS A SYMBOL (Ott 
Psychedelic) + TECHNICOLOR BLOOD (MTL Heavy 
Psych/garage) + WASTED CATHEDRAL. Join us 
for two nights of mind expanding psych action - 
doors@9pm!!! ***HIGHLY RECOMMENDED***

WED JULY 3 - House of TARG, STERN Army, 
Ottawa Punk Pinball and PBR present: MONTHLY 
PINBALL TOURNAMENT - win prizes and earn world 
pinball player ranking points - all ages and skill 
levels welcome!! Tournament starts at 8pm start - 
show up early to register/practice ***$1 OFF ANY 
ORDER OF OUR HANDMADE PEROGIES EVERY 
WEDNESDAY!!***

THUR JULY 4 - House of TARG, Ottawa Ska 
Syndicate and Whitewater Brewing present: VOICE 
OF THE PEOPLE Ska Nite!! w/ DANNY REBEL & THE 
KGB, SOUND ONE and THE SENTRIES plus Dj LORD 
SNAPPY - get ready to skank the night away with 
this amazing ska bill - doors@8pm!! ***EARLY 
START/EARLY FINISH***

FRIDAY JULY 5 - House of TARG and Beaus All 
Natural present: 80’s DANCE PARTY w DJ Remi 
Royale + Live Band TBA - the most authentic 80’s 
dance party in the universe is back and everyone’s 
invited!!!!  ***DANCE PARTY***

FREEPLAY - EVERY SUNDAY NITE NOW 
STARTING AT 8PM /19+ - House of TARG, 
Collective Arts Brewing present: TOUGHEN UP! 
w/DJ KJMaxx - Every Sunday night DJ KJMAXX & 
Guests, spinning 100% vinyl arcade jamz. Sleaze 
rock, Punk, Metal & retro electronic tunes to 
provide the soundtrack to your highscore pursuits. 
All pins & vids are set to FREEPLAY mode starting 
at 8pm for your unlimited arcade pleasure. 
***FREEPLAY SUNDAY***

FRI JUNE 21 - House of TARG and Ashton 
Brewing present: 80’s DANCE PARTY w DJ Remi 
Royale + ONE VISION (80’s Pop Hitz Live)- the 
most authentic 80’s dance party in the universe 
is back and everyone’s invited!!!! Dance the 
night away to all your 80’s favourite tunes 
brought to you by our very own wizard and DJ 
REMI ROYALE!! Singalongs, lasers galore PLUS 
live tribute bands!! ***DANCE PARTY***

SAT JUNE 22 - House of TARG, Sahde Nyx’ 
Theatre Macabre and Ashton Brewing present: 
BURLESQUE SHOW Sassy’s Summer Sci-Fi 
Edition!! - join us for this special SCI FI 
edition of Ottawa’s favourite BURLESQUE event 
featuring live music, burlesque, boylesque, 
bellydance, go-go dancing and more!!! 
***ADULT CONTENT****

SUN JUNE 23 - Switched on Synths, Toughen 
Up present: FREE-PLAY SUNDAY: SYNTHWAVE 
EDITION! A Retro-Futuristic Arcade Takeover…
SynthWave Djs + Unlimited Arcade FreePlay 
Action + Mega Rad Visuals on the TeeVees + 
Perogies Served Late - Adults Only! $6 19+ 
8pm - 2am **FREE-PLAY WITH A SYNTHWAVE 
SOUNDTRACK***

WED JUNE 26 - House of TARG and PBR 
present: MISTER (Milwaukee Punk) + BIG GULP 
(Ottawa Punk) + GOOD-SICK (Ottawa Indie) 
- stoked for a wicked night of punk action - 
doors@8pm!! ***$1 OFF PEROGIES FROM 
5PM TILL CLOSE!!***

THUR JUNE 27 - House of TARG, Ottawa 
Synths and Whitewater Brewing present: 
SWITCHED ON SYNTHS: Celebration of Life 
for Mike “Muff Wiggler” McGrath: special 
performances by HARD SCIENCE (Ottawa Analog 
Synth Dream Pop) + HEX-A-DECIMAL (Toronto 
Experimental) + INFINITY’S ASTRUM (Ottawa 
Live Instrumental Modular) + ONLOOKER 
(Ottawa Working Class Electronics) + ANNIE 
SOCORIA (Ottawa Experimental Audio & 
Visual Feedback) ***HONOURING A SYNTH 
WIZARD***

FRI JUNE 28 - House of TARG, Birdman Sound, 
CKCU FM, Cardinal Fuzz Recs present: Ottawa 
Psych Fest II: Nite One w/ COMET CONTROL (TO 



THE HUMAN TRIPODS
THE HUMAN TRIPODS
Lowertown Records, 1988
Produced by Dave Bignell

We are heading way back to 1988, with The Human Tripods 
self-titled LP. At the time, I was barely a teenager, plotting 
my eventual escape from the lovely, but sleepy, town of 
Peterborough to the land of excitement that is Canada’s 
capital. I would fi nd out the truth soon enough.

We’re talking pre-internet, folks, so I’m fl ying blind here and 
may fudge some facts. Just go with it.

The band consisted of TIM DUNLOP (guitar, vox), DAVID 
BIGNELL (guitar, keys, vox), DOUG LILLICO (bass, vox) and 
KEITH LILLICO (drums, percussion, vox). Bignell is still 
active, having been a member of THE HAMMERHEADS and 
now playing with CLOUD OF ROCK (they’re great, check 
them out). The Lillicos, who I’m assuming are brothers, 
played together previously in a ska/reggae band called the 
Pushkins, and the infl uence of that genre is prominent here.

Dunlop is more of a mystery. My sources from the 80s 
Ottawa scene tell me there were “about a million” Dunlop 
brothers all actively contributing to the arts, from playing in 
bands to hosting college radio shows to working in record 
shops. One interesting thing I found is a two man group 
called Singing Fools, active from 1982-90, with one of the 
members being a Tim Dunlop. Singing Fools released a 
single in 1982 called The Bum Rap, featuring samples of 
Pierre Trudeau and garnering substantial airplay, with some 

claiming it was Canada’s fi rst “rap record”. No idea 
if it’s the same Tim Dunlop, but fun story!

This record has a ska/reggae feel, with lots of 
“skank” guitar (you know the style, that bouncy feel 
of upstrokes on the 2 and 4) and slower reggae type 
grooves, but also veers into rock and roll territory 
with some classic lead guitar licks and call and 
response vocal parts. The rhythm section is driving 
this bus (as you would expect for the style), and the 
guitar, keyboards and vocals fi t seamlessly into the 
songs. I hear traces of B52s, early Devo, Talking 
Heads, and Chuck Berry in different spots. The band 
sounds young here (I think it’s safe to assume they 
were), but they are already accomplished players.

One standout is a cover of the 1963 Eydie Gormé hit 
single “Blame it on the Bossa Nova”. This is a great 
version, and shows the chops of the band while 
also letting the listener know that they aren’t taking 
themselves too seriously. In fact, the lyrics are often 
less than serious, with titles like Sex Message from 
Outer Space, Subway Lizard, and We’re Gonna Rock 
(‘til we do something else).

No idea how easy this disc is to fi nd (our copy is a 
loan from your favourite advice columnist Slo’ Tom), 
but if you do happen to see it, jump at the chance to 
own a piece of Ottawa music history. It’s a fun spin.

Larry is one of the owners of Meow! 
That’s Hot Kitchen + Bar at 519 Bank 
St., where they feature local products 
and spin Canadian vinyl all day, every 
day. He also performs bass duties with 
local hardcore heroes Slim and Popular, 

and rockers Thunderuncle.

WELCOME TO THE 
SECRET WORLD OF MY 

TOY COLLECTION!



WHAT JOBS AND EXPERIENCES 
HAVE LED TO YOUR PRESENT 
POSITION(S)? 
I stumbled in to radio broadcasting at 
college somewhat randomly. From there 
I completed my co-op at CKCU and fell 
in love with independent radio. I got a 
job at CHUO as production coordinator in 
1996 and have been working there (with a 
few breaks) ever since.  I love music and 
love elevating people doing good work – 
which has led me to joining the steering 
committee for Ladyfest Ottawa (2005-
2007), since then I have sat on the board 
of Apt613.ca and House of PainT.  I am a 
POLARIS music prize juror and occasional 
writer for earSHOT.  My most recent side 
hustle is as the regional coordinator 

for ROACT (Regional Outaouais Arts And 
Culture Touring network). Oh, and I bought 
a Church in Quyon that is a recording 
studio and occasional venue.
 

WHAT DOES A TYPICAL WORK DAY 
ENTAIL FOR YOU?
As Station Manager at CHUO, no day 
is typical, but they are all fun.  I spend 
most of my time working with staff and 
volunteers to make the best radio we can 
– whether that is strategizing with our 
Program Director, talking to volunteers 
about new ideas, writing grant applications 
or fostering partnerships with infl uencers 
and key community members.  I also fi nd 
time to do the core tasks of my day – 

ABOUT THE INTERVIEWER:
Sheila is a TARG Perogi Wizard alumni 
& is involved in the local music scene 
as a promoter & aspiring sound tech.

general administration, fi nances and HR.  

TELL US ABOUT A PROJECT OR 
ACCOMPLISHMENT THAT YOU 
CONSIDER TO BE SIGNIFICANT IN 
YOUR CAREER. 
I am proud to have successfully negotiated 
ownership of our antennae – saving the 
station tens of thousands of dollars and 
putting us in a position to improve our 
signal and maybe even generate new 
revenue by co-locating with another station.  
BUT I think my biggest accomplishment is 
being open to learning – this has allowed 
me to cultivate a strong staff team and 
collaborative environment.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT 
WORKING IN YOUR INDUSTRY? 
Being part of something that has a 
real impact in my community. Seeing 
individuals overcome challenges, and do 
something they couldn’t before they arrived.  
Working in a place that embodies values 
that truly empower individual community 
members.

HOW DO YOU BEST SEEK OUT 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW 
PROJECTS?
I often look to my peers in other cities or 
around the world for best practices and 
new ideas.  Lots of communication and 
collaboration means there is no end to 
potential projects.

HOW DO YOU KEEP UP WITH THE 
LATEST NEWS IN YOUR LINE OF 
WORK?

There are few key websites but a lot of it 
comes from meeting with my peers at other 
independent stations.

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL SOMEONE 
ABOUT TO START A CAREER IN YOUR 
FIELD?
We are in an exciting time of radio – 
audio consumption is at an all time high. 
Technology has enabled content creation 
and distribution – civic journalism is on the 
rise.  Working in independent media is more 
than a media job, it is about community 
connections.

WHERE CAN WE FIND YOU ONLINE?
www.instagram.com/strawberrykiller

Inside the Quyon Church



There’s a great history of horror genre 
anthology storytelling.

In the 1950’s EC Comics published Vault 
of Horror, Haunt of Fear, and Tales from the 
Crypt. The campy chills within entertained 
readers, while causing media attention 
grabbing controversy from fretting grown-
ups worried about the comics infl uence on 
kids. 

From the mid 1950s, into the 1960s saw 
the rise of television showcasing popular 
serialized offerings in The Twilight Zone, 
The Outer Limits, and Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents.

The 1970s saw the comic book brand make 
it to the silver screen with Tales from the 
Crypt, and Vault of Horror.

From the late 1970s into the early 1980s, 
some of Stephen King’s best work started 
showing up in collections like Night Shift, 
Skeleton Crew, and Different Seasons.

Likely the most well known modern horror anthology came from another re-branding of Tales 
from the Crypt, in the form an HBO series hosted by the pun wielding Crypt Keeper, that ran for 
seven seasons. After that, it spun off the less successful movies: Demon Knight, Bordello of 
Blood, and Ritual. Amongst plenty of merchandise, of interest to House of Targ fans, there was 
also a pinball machine.

NIGHTMARE CINEMA - 
WHEN THE LIGHTS GO DOWN, YOUR TIME IS UP!

The iconic modern movie monster Freddy Krueger dipped a claw into the genre with his tv 
series Freddy’s Nightmares. And, there were even creepy Canadian Content kid friendly scares 
with Are You Afraid of the Dark, and Goosebumps.

Anthology holds a special place in many a movie geek heart, with titles like Trilogy of Terror, 
Creepshow, Cat’s Eye, and Tales from the Darkside. The genre continues to draw viewers to our 
box offi ce. We’ve screened a number of frightening anthologies, including Tales of Halloween, 
V/H/S, The ABC’s of Death, XX, and A Christmas Horror Story.

Nightmare Cinema, this latest chapter in the legacy, is the 
brainchild of Mick Garris. His resume includes episodes of Steven 
Spielberg’s Amazing Stories, and this fi lm spins off stylistically 
from his tv anthology Masters of Horror. 

This fi lm has its multiple segments kicking off from the inciting 
incident of fi ve down-on-their-luck strangers converging at an 
abandoned haunted cinema, run by a traditional comic book horror 
host, The Projectionist (played by Oscar nominee Mickey Rourke). 
The movies within the movie hit the screen, and the characters 
each witness their own nightmarish futures, as their deepest fears 
are told over a quintet of chapters.

Nightmare Cinema features a framing sequence and a short from 
producer Mick Garris (The Stand), plus segments from a diverse 
batch of acclaimed horror alum: Joe Dante (Gremlins), David 
Slade (30 Days of Night), Ryûhei Kitamura (Versus), and Alejandro 
Brugués (Juan of the Dead)!

I believe all movies are better served being seen in a cinema.
But, if there’s one genre that really deserves the big screen 
treatment, it’s horror.
There’s nothing like the roller coaster of scares and fun from seeing a horror movie in the 
darkened Mayfair, with no distractions, with an appreciative crowd.
Don’t miss the Ottawa Premiere of Nightmare Cinema the week of June 21st!

Visit MayfairTheatre.ca for more info on this, and other exciting movies coming soon!



DEAR BASKETCASE: You’re absolutely 
right! The game of basketball could 
be greatly improved with a few minor 
adjustments to the rules:
#1 The baskets should be WAY 
higher. Like, at least 25 or 30 feet. 
This would not only lessen those 
crazy high scores, but would help 
get rid of the advantage tall people 
have (which, BTW, has always 
bugged me). If they can’t make the 
baskets higher, then they should 
make them much smaller.  The ball 
should barely be able to fi t through 
the hoop!  You should have to push 
it a bit to cram it in. Either of these 
improvements would help tame 
down those kooky scores and make 
the game a lot more fun.

#2 To make basketball more 
inclusive, all NBA teams should be 
required to have a range of player 
heights. Every team should be 
made up of one really tall dude, a 
bunch of 5 and 6 foot tall players, 
and a couple ‘little people’. This 
would make the game not only more 
inclusive, but far more entertaining 
to watch...  and it would help limit 
those sky high fi nal scores!

#3 There should be a ‘no jumping’ 
rule. Players should be required to 
keep at least one foot on the court 
at all times. The ‘little people’ would 
be exempted.
 
I’m sure you agree, BASKETcase, a  
few simple adjustments  to the rules 
would go a long way to improve the 
game. Thanks for your question!

DEAR MR. SLO’ TOM: As president 
of The Canadian Soccer Federation, 

DEAR READERS: I’VE 
RECEIVED A LOT OF 
LETTERS RECENTLY 

ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT 
SPORTS.  I DON’T ACTUALLY 
KNOW THAT MUCH ABOUT 
SPORTS (OR EVEN STRENUOUS 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY FOR THAT 
MATTER) BUT I’M HAPPY TO 
DISPENSE MY INVALUABLE 
ADVICE.  SO HANG ONTO YOUR 
JOCK STRAP, SPORTS FANS! 
HERE WE GO...

DEAR SLO’ TOM: Everyone loves 
basketball these days! I like it too, 
but it seems like it’s too easy.  If I 
turn away from the game for three 
seconds, they’ve scored fi ve times!  
The fi nal scores are bananas - like, 
104 to 98! That’s crazy.  Can you 
suggest some new rules that would 
improve the game and make the 
scores more reasonable? Like 6 to 
4, or 7 to 3 or something?  If anyone 
has thought about this kinda thing 
it’s you, Tom! What do you think?  – 
Thanks, BASKETcase

it’s my job to reach out to Canadians 
to foster interest and participation 
in the game of soccer. However, our 
research shows that most people 
fi nd playing and watching soccer 
extremely dull. Can you suggest any 
strategies to help us ‘sell’ soccer to 
the Great White North? Thanks – Jim 
Fugstaart     President, Canadian 
Soccer Federation

DEAR Jim Fugstaart: Thanks for your 
letter.  Ahhhh... “The beautiful 
game”. You know, Jim, Soccer 
has the OPPOSITE problem that 
basketball has!  Soccer is way too 
hard!  There are not enough goals! 
What’s the fi nal score of an ‘exciting’ 
soccer game? One nothing? A zero 
zero tie? Here are some simple ideas 
The Canadian Soccer Federation can 
implement to ‘up’ those lame scores 
and make Canadians want to kick 
off their Kodiaks and lace up their 
cleats!

 #1 Everyone agrees that the fi eld 
is way too big. I get tired just 
WATCHING! Make the fi eld half the 
length. There will be way more goals 
and it will be a lot less boring.

#2 If you can’t make the fi eld 
smaller, try making the goal bigger! 
Why don’t you make the goal the 
entire end of each fi eld?  That would 
be pretty awesome.   You should 
also eliminate the goal tender (or 
‘net minder’ or whatever you soccer 
nerds call it).  If a player gets tired 
and wants to hang around the goal 
area, that’s fi ne. But get rid of 
the goalie as an offi cial position. 
Everyone knows it’s just the slow kid 
who can’t keep up. 

#2 How do you make a dull game 
more exciting?  Take a hint from 

House of TARG! MULTIBALL!!!  I 
suggest you immediately add a 
multiball function to the game of 
soccer. Additional balls will make for a 
faster paced game, plus immediately 
increase soccer ball sales nationwide! 
Win – win! I hope you fi nd these 
suggestions helpful, Jim.

DEAR MR. SLO’ TOM: What’s your 
favourite sport?  I’ll bet it’s cricket!  
Signed – FAYTHFULreader

DEAR FAYTHFULREADER: You’re right!  
You may be hit for a six, but I play 
with a straight bat and I’ll send down 
a bouncer for any googlie who tries to 
bowl over MY wicket!  

I also like hockey because to me 
it looks like somebody made up a 
ridiculous game as an elaborate prank 
to play on a bunch of high school 
jocks: “Here you go Darren. Put on 
these long socks. Yeah, and now these 
shorts. Yeah! Golly, you look great! 
(snicker)  Ok, now lace up these 
skates. (hahaha...)  No, Darren, you 
don’t look idiotic. Trust me. You look 
awesome!”. 
  
I’m not sure about baseball and 
football. Nobody seems to care about 
them in Canada. I think they are more 
of an “American” thing, you know?  
I’m pretty sure Ottawa doesn’t even 
have baseball or football teams (but 
you may want to double check). Catch 
ya next month, FAYTHFULreader.






