




HEY OTTAWA - WELCOME TO THE 
HOUSE OF TARG! We’ve got a sweet month of 

arcade action planned for you with exciting new 

games to explore, delicious varieties of handmade 

perogies to sample and a calendar packed with every sort of show/event 

under the sun!! We are looking forward to hangs with old friends and new 

acquaintances over the holidays and are excited to celebrate with everyone 

who visits with us at Ottawa’s only TRUE classic arcade!! Thanks for 

checking out issue 57 of our monthly TARG zine - we hope that you fi nd it 

useful and entertaining. Thank you for your continued interest and support 

- we are here to serve you!! #nevergiveup

- Yogi

WORDS FROM THE

WIZARD

You may have noticed one of these 
at local watering holes around 
town. They were put there by a 
collective of local bartenders who 
love giving back to the community. 
This genius fundraising initiative 
is in support of THE SHOEBOX 
PROJECT - to make boxes full of 
items that women in local shelters 
need to care for themselves and 
to give them encouragement to 
get through the diffi  cult times 
ahead. Please consider forgoing a 
few games of pinball & pop some 
loonies in the jar at our bar while 
visiting TARG… every bit counts. 
Thanks eh! 

JARS IN BARS SEASON



FOR THE 
MILITANT VEGAN

When they open up this gross box of 
non-biodegradable meat & cheese & 

exclaim “consumption of animal products 
is unethical”, you can tell them “don’t 

sweat it, the rest of us don’t eat this crap 
either!”

FOR YOUR ANNOYING 
COUSIN
Nothing says “I’m just dialing 
it in” like a lottery ticket. Go 
with a long shot sequence of 
losing numbers & make sure 
they know you hand picked 
the digits just for them. How 
sweet of you! 

FOR YOUR 
CRAPPY BOSS
Can you visualize your 
boss walking around 
the offi ce asking for TPS 
reports with one of these in 
their hand? You would be 
immediately crowned the 
offi ce hero... but lets face 
it, the recipient would need 
to be mega dimwit to fall 

for such an obvious jab... so get your indeed.com profi le 
fi red up before gifting this bad boy. Oh ya, you have some 
options depending on how they identify… there is also an 
“UNT” model!

FOR SOMEONE YOU 
ACTUALLY LIKE

If you ever, eventually, 
feel the need to make 

someone happy… gifting 
some offi cial TARG Wizard 
Hot Sauce is a good way 

to make it happen. 
One of these little 
bottles of piquant 

goodness contains cool 
ingredients like beets, 
tomatoes & habanero 

Peppers and is made by 
our sound wizard Mike 
from Noisy Kitchen Hot 

Sauce. You can purchase 
a bottle from the bar. 

Let us know how you like 
being nice for 

a change.

 

FOR YOUR EX GIRLFRIEND
She dumped you for a guy 

who actually has an income 
& a drivers license but you 
are sick of seeing her lame 
Jamaican wedding pics on 

Facebook. Totally mean but 
imagine the fury you could 

cause with this gift. Unleash 
the xmas fury!

ABSOLUTELY NASTY, HORRIBLE & 
PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE GIFT IDEAS

FOR YOUR EX 
BOYFRIEND

He dumped you for a 
younger woman  even 

though he is on the 
verge of losing all of 

his hair. It’s Just a 
matter of time before 

he gets crushed & 
spends a life alone. 

Spray on hair doesn’t 
work & is a gentle 

reminder that he will 
never get YOU or his 

awesome Johnny-
Depp-Do back. In 

your face jerk!



IThe rivalry between Capcom’s Street Fighter 
and Midway’s Mortal Kombat series was 
defi nitely epic and intense in the l990’s. MK 
II, in all its splendorous glory, may have tilt 
the scales in Midway’s favour.  

The scenery of Mortal Kombat II, though 
graphic and violent, are drawn meticulously 
well, as are the characters. And each of 
the 16 characters here are proceeded by an 
unusual storyline for all of them. Here, we 
learn that Goro, the original champion, died 
in the fi rst MK, and his master Shang Shung 
is being held accountable. To avoid his own 
demise, Shang Shung convinces his boss, 
Shao Khan, to hold his own tournament-in 
the Out World. As 

well, he can invite the remaining survivors 
to parcipitate. Khan accepts this plan and 
allows Shung to live, and restoring his youth 
in the process. 

In the 1st Mortal Kombat, there were 7 
competitors. In the second, there are 16, each 
with a variety of moves and special fi nishes, 
that it’s hard to keep track. The survivors 
from the original MK-Raiden, Scorpion, Sub 
Zero, Johnny / Cage, Liu Kang-have their 
own reasons for coming into the Out World, 
but Sonya Blade (ambushed) and master 
thief Kano (betrayed) are captured. (In one 
battle scene, both are chained side by side 
by Shao Khan). But there’s dissension among 
the ranks on the opposite side as well. Twin 
sisters Katana and Meelina seem to be at 
odds because Katana is thinking of defecting. 
Merlina must be on hand to prevent it from 
happening.  

If you want more information on all of the 
character’s fi nishing moves, log on to the 
Mortal Kombat website. Merry Christmas, 
gamers! See you in 2019! 



GARAGA – SELF-TITLED 2008
RECORDED: by Yogi’s Meatlocker
MASTERED: at Bova Sound

Here is great little album of Ottawa garage/fuzz rock 
featuring COLIN MAJID (Chickpea, Stand GT) on 
bass, ROB PORTER (Whirlygigs, Polaris, Pigout) 
on drums, SHAWN JAM HILL (King Kung, Bitchin’ 
Camaros, see last month’s zine for more on Shawn) 
skreedling out some wicked guitar, and led by JEFF 
MARTIN (Neanderthal Sponge, Harshey, currently in 
NECK) on guitar and vocals.

This album looks great, with a minimalist red on 
black cover, and beautiful matching red vinyl. The 
opener, Rock Hamster, features a bass and drums 
intro that lead into the full fuzz attack of the two 
guitars. This leads into nine more tracks full of Shawn 
Jam’s signature guitar hooks and solos, Martin’s 
well-loved simple but irresistible vocal melodies, 
and steady, rollicking work from Majid and Porter.  
Subjects range from the perils of online shopping 
culture, to a self-titled track, to who knows what this 
is about (one assumes Jeff might, but who can say).

Songs often feature unison playing from all three 
stringed instruments, opening up into meandering, 
catchy as anything guitar solos. The production is 
great, you can tell these guys knew what sound they 
were after, and the recording captures their heaviness 
perfectly, with every part sitting in its own part of the 

mix while still feeling like part of the whole 
sound. This is a great anytime listen, great for 
a close listen or for getting you off the couch to 
clean your house, and always good at a party. 
Not sure how easy it is to fi nd a copy of this 
slab, but if you happen to stumble across it, 
be sure to grab yourself a piece of Ottawa rock 
history.

It was great seeing Garaga perform at 
November’s Shawn Jam benefi t concert at TARG 
with a reconfi gured lineup, but we all really 
missed Shawn’s guitar noodling that night. 
If you couldn’t make the show and would like 
to support Shawn and his family while he 
recovers from an unfortunate accident, the 
wicked Shawn Jam shirts shown in the photo 
are still available at Meow! That’s Hot 
& TARG with all proceeds going directly to 
Shawn and his family.

Larry is one of the owners of Meow! That’s 
Hot Kitchen + Bar at 519 Bank St., where 

they feature local products and spin 
Canadian vinyl all day, every day. He also 
performs bass duties with local hardcore 

heroes Slim and Popular, and rockers 
Thunderuncle.



WED DEC 5 - House of TARG presents: Video 
Game Music Live w/F8-BIT - a cover band 
dedicated to classic console game themes. The 
quartet consists of some of Ottawa’s highest-
scoring jazz players, who owe their quick fi ngers 
and epic grip strength to blistering rounds of 
Super Mario Kart as much as they do to music 
school. Expect to hear modern takes on the 
themes from  Punchout, Super Mario World, Excite 
Bike, Mega Man, the Legend of Zelda, Sonic the 
Hedgehog and many more of your favourite classic 
console games. These top notch musicians deliver 
a total K.O every time! **$1 OFF PEROGIES FROM 

OUR CLASSIC MENU! EVERY WED***

THUR DEC 6 - House of TARG, Spectrasonic and 
Whitewater Brewing present: CLEOPATRICK w/sg 
Ready The Prince + Onionface big guitar sounds 
from this raw and aggressive alt rock duo - stoked 
for a great show!! Doors@8pm ****EARLY START/

EARLY FINISH***

FRI DEC 7 - House of TARG, Beau’s present: 
80’s DANCE PARTY w Remi Royale. Special live 
performance by THE JOHN HUGHES ORCHESTRA, 
playing the most memorable Pop & New Wave 
movie soundtrack hits of the decade. The most 
authentic 80’s party in the universe. ***80’s 

DANCE PARTY***

SAT DEC 8 - House of TARG and Ashton Brewing 
present: BLOODSHOT BILL (Mtl Rockabilly) w/
sg CASA LAGARTO (Ott Rock n Roll) + DJ JONNY 
YUMA A rare performance by the legendary one 
man show that’s got it all - fans of psychobilly and 
garage/blues will certainly not forget this evening 
***GOLD***

WED DEC 12 - House of TARG, STERN Army, 
Ottawa Punk Pinball and PBR present: THE TARG 
MONTHLY PINBALL TOURNAMENT - win prizes and 
earn world pinball player ranking points - all ages 
and skill levels welcome!! Tournament starts at 
8pm start - show up early to register/practice 

***$1 OFF PEROGIES FROM OUR CLASSIC 

MENU! EVERY WED***

THUR DEC 13 - House of TARG, Possible 
Worlds and Whitewater Brewing present: 
SWITCHED ON SYNTHS: 613 All Stars Edition: 
HARD SCIENCE (Analog Synth Dream Pop) + Ki 
(Techno) + PARAPHONIQUE (Ambient/électro/
kraut) + INFINITY’S ASTRUM LIVE INSTRUMENTAL 
MODULAR) + TRANSMIT vs INTANGERINES 
(Experimental Techno). Your chance to see some 
of the most talented, knowledgable & creative 
Synth/Electro artists Ottawa has to offer. Find 
out why our city is on the Synth Map and making 
waves (pun intended). 613 proud! Doors@8pm 
***EARLY START/EARLY FINISH*** 

FRI DEC 14 - House of TARG, Black Squirrel 
Books and Beaus All Natural present: 
BIG side by side GIG: NECK + SCHOOL DAMAGE 
+ MUFFLER CRUNCH + WIRE CUFFS + JON 
CREEDEN + DEATHSTICKS + FLAWS a music 
series featuring multiple bands between 2 side 
by side venues: Black Squirrel Books & House of 
TARG. All the performances are staggered so that 
rabid live music fans can be in 2 places at once 
and maximize their sonic pleasure ***PUNK*** 

SAT DEC 15 - House of TARG, Shade Nyx’s 
Theatre Macabre and Ashton Brewing present: 
BURLESQUE SHOW: A Kinky Kristmas! Shade Nyx’s 
Theatre Macabre is back for their annual Kinky 
Kristmas show and fundraising for CORNERSTONE 
WOMEN’S SHELTER - join us for a wicked 
show while supporting an important cause!! 
***FUNDRAISER*** 

THUR DEC 20 - CLOSED FOR A PRIVATE 
EVENT. For info about booking your own private 
Pinball & Perogi Offi ce Party visit 
www.houseoftarg.com/party ***BOOK YOUR 

HOLIDAY PARTY AT TARG... IT WONT SUCK!*** 

A GUIDE TO ALL THE CONCERTS TAKING PLACE AT 
HOUSE OF TARG THIS DECEMBER.

FRI DEC 21 - House of TARG and Beaus All 
Natural present: SEASONS BEATINGS (Nite1) 
Christmas Cacophony w/ MANACLE (Toronto 
Speed metal) + CHEMICAL WAY (Mtl Thrash/
Crossover) + WORLD WAR 4 (Ott Hoser Thrash) + 
THüNDERKOK (Ott Heavy Metal) + GANDLAF The 
Wizard of Comedy. Ottawa’s low culture seasonal 
event of the year!!! ***METAL BEATINGS*** 

SAT DEC 22 - 2PM - 5PM - House of TARG 
and Ashton Brewing present: WIZARD WORKS 
HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW 2018 Just in time for last 
minute gift ideas! Check out some of Ottawa’s 
craftiest vendors selling unique and inspired 
items all in the comfort of our humble Arcade. 
***LAST MINUTE XMAS GIFTS*** 

SAT DEC 23 - House of TARG and Ashton 
Brewing present: SEASONS BEATINGS (Nite 2) 
Winter Wonder Weirdo Land w/ REMI ROYAL (Ott 
Lounge) + BAD UNCLE (Mtl Polkabilly/Gypsy 
Punk) + AVERAGE TIMES (OTT Garage Punk) + 
ALGORIDDEMZ (Cybernetic Entertainment Unit)+ 
SLO’ TOM (Solo Funny Tunes). Holiday Hangs 
with pals. Share some laughs!!! ***WEIRD 

BEATINGS*** 

WED DEC 26 - House of TARG and TOUGHEN 
UP present: SUNDAY FREE-PLAY BOXING DAY 
2018 Special Boxing Day Edition It’s a TARG 
tradition… a habit we can’t shake! We wouldn’t 
dare leave any Free-Play Fanatics hanging! Let’s 
Party! ***FREEPLAY OVERLOAD*** 

THUR DEC 27 - House of TARG and Whitewater 
Brewing present: Arcade NITE - NO Bands! NO 
Cover! Game On! It is a rare occurrence but on 
this particular Thursday we are taking a break 
from live music and instead giving our eclectic 
collection of games the spotlight! Join us for a 
no cover, all ages welcome, evening of arcade 
paradise. ***FREE ADMISSION ALL AGES*** 

FRI DEC 28 - House of TARG and Beau’s All 
Natural present: PLANET BOOGIE Disco Nite: w/ 
The Great Unwashed + DJ Disco Duck Shake your 
booty at Ottawa’s funkiest Disco Dance Party 
featuring live bands & our own resident boogie 
master & feathered Freak - DJ DISCO DUCK!! 
***DANCE PARTY*** 

SAT DEC 29 - House of TARG and Ashton Brewing 
present: BIG SHINY TUNES LIVE! Family Values 
Edition w/ PORN (Korn Tribute) + PIMP BIZKIT 
(Limp Bizkit Tribute) + VJ Ned The Glove Let BSTL 
take you back to the 90’s … a time when MUCH 
MUSIC actually played music videos - featuring 2 
live sets of KORN and LIMP BIZKIT tribute action 
***GUARANTEED FUN***

MON DEC 31 - House of TARG presents: THE 
TARG NYE FANTASY CASINO The classiest & 
cheapest NYE party in town!! Join us at Ottawa’s 
Only True Classic Arcade for a laid back casual 
casino themed evening complete with usual card 
& table games and some entertainment you will 
never forget ***NO STRESS NYE*** 

WED JAN 2 - House of TARG presents: 
OTTAWA ALL AGES OVERLOAD (Nite 1) w/ AHRF 
+ CERTAINTY + EVER ELSEWHERE + THE ICE 
COLD BEERS Join us for an ALL AGES showcase 
featuring an amazing lineup of wicked bands - 
Doors@8pm!! ***ALL AGES SHOW*** 

THUR JAN 3 - House of TARG presents: 
OTTAWA ALL AGES OVERLOAD (Nite 2) w/ THE 
DOWNTALKERS + NO HITS + MORE Join us for an 
ALL AGES showcase featuring an amazing lineup 
of wicked bands - Doors@8pm!! ***ALL AGES 

SHOW***  

FRIDAY JAN 4 - 80’s DANCE PARTY w DJ Remi 
Royale + THE UNDERGROUND (80’s New Wave 
Tribute) The most authentic 80’s dance party in the 
universe is back and everyone’s invited!!!! Dance 
the night away to all your 80’s favourite tunes 
brought to you by our very own wizard and DJ REMI 
ROYALE!! Lasers Galore! ***DANCE PARTY***  

FREEPLAY - EVERY SUNDAY NITE NOW 
STARTING AT 8PM /19+ - House of TARG, 
Collective Arts Brewing present: TOUGHEN UP! 
w/DJ KJMaxx - Every Sunday night DJ KJMAXX & 
Guests, spinning 100% vinyl arcade jamz. Sleaze 
rock, Punk, Metal & retro electronic tunes to 
provide the soundtrack to your highscore pursuits. 
All pins & vids are set to FREEPLAY mode starting 
at 8pm for your unlimited arcade pleasure. 
***FREEPLAY***



WHAT JOBS AND 
EXPERIENCES HAVE LED TO 
YOUR PRESENT POSITION(S)? 
Volunteering for sure! Even my day 
job that I have today, I was helping in 
a conference when I knew my former 
boss/supervisor. When we give and 
learn beautiful things happen.

WHAT DOES A TYPICAL 
WORK DAY ENTAIL FOR YOU?
It’s funny… It’s a mix of planning 
but with a “whatever happens, 
happens” mindset 

TELL US ABOUT A PROJECT 
OR ACCOMPLISHMENT 
THAT YOU CONSIDER TO 

BE SIGNIFICANT IN YOUR 
CAREER. 
For my day job, my education is a big 
accomplishment. It brought me to 
places that I never thought to know in 
my life.

About projects I have a few that I’m 
working on right now, but my favorite 
for sure is Live Music Lovers Ottawa. 
I have fun and learn something new 
every day.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST 
ABOUT WORKING IN YOUR 
INDUSTRY? 
The opportunity to meet new people 
and share ideas!

ABOUT THE INTERVIEWER:
Sheila is a TARG Perogi Wizard & is 
heavily involved in the local music scene 
as a promoter. She is also an aspiring 
sound tech.

HOW DO YOU BEST SEEK OUT 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW 
PROJECTS?
I literally follow my intuition. I pay 
attention to the signs and analyze 
what it can bring to my life.

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL 
SOMEONE ABOUT TO START A 
CAREER IN YOUR FIELD?
Do not tie your goals to an age and 
never tie your happiness to your goals.

Also, try to keep a positive and 
realistic attitude as much as you can. 

WHERE CAN WE FIND YOU 
ONLINE?
@LiveMusicLoversOttawa on 
Instragram, Facebook and www.
livemusicloversottawa.ca 



TEDDY RUXPIN 
was an animatronic talking bear 
who’s mouth and eyes moved 
while “reading” stories that were 
played on a cassette deck built 
into it. Even cooler when it lip 
syncs Maiden tapes.

COUCH POTATO
The term “Couch Potato” 
was fi rst used in 1976, 
but with the advent of 
VHS, gaming consoles & 
maybe the best decade 
for junk food, Couch 
Potato, came out at the 
peak of being Le King 
Of Le Divan (see Plastic 
Bertrand), in the 80’s.

CAPTAIN POWER
a TV show with 
A/V segments that 
interacted with toys. 
The post-apocalyptic 
storyline, violence, 
shooting guns at 
the screen & reports 
of seizures from 
the fl ickering lights 
activating the toys 
sank the toy line. 

80’S DANCE 
PARTY WITH
REMI ROYALE
FIRST FRIDAY 

OF EVERY 

MONTH

ARMATRON
a joystick controlled 
robotic arm. Once 
you got bored moving 
around the objects 
of the fake radiation 
set, you moved on to 
dipping your fries into 
ketchup which took 
+3hrs and made the last 
ones cold and inedible. 

PXL2000 
(PIXELVISION)
used audio cassettes 
to record video/
audio & was so 
cheap compared to 
vid cams in the 80’s, 
instead of having 
10 cassettes of me 
& my friends farts, I 
have 10 cassettes of 
audio AND video of 
our farts.



DIE HARD - MON DEC 17:
30th ANNIVERSARY SCREENING OF THE 
GREATEST CHRISTMAS FILM EVER! 

I
n 1988, what many anticipated to be another 
middle of the road action movie was released. 
Although the director was fresh off of the 

Schwarzenegger hit Predator, its actors weren’t 
guaranteed box offi ce gold. It featured the star of 
a quirky detective tv series as the hero, and the 
big screen debut of a British stage / tv actor as the 
villain.

The powers-that-be always hope for a hit, but 
I don’t think anyone expected this seemingly 
ordinary action idea - a cop fi ghts bad guys 
in a building - to become a beloved cinematic 
masterpiece.

Sequels are normal for successful movies, but for 
better or for worse, Die Hard created a distinct sub-
genre of the street-level hero on an uphill battle 
against impossible odds (Die Hard on a bus, plane, 
boat, etc).

A scary footnote - this may be your last chance to catch this on the big screen. Disney has 
bought 20th Century Fox, and they have a tradition of putting movies in the Disney Vault. If 
they continue this practice with the Fox library (which includes Die Hard), it soon may be 
locked away forever.

So, an extra important reason not to miss this (possibly last, but hopefully not) 
Christmastime screening of Die Hard!

For more information on this and other upcoming screenings, check out mayfairtheatre.ca



EVERYONE KNOWS 
CHRISTMAS IS THE 
WORST TIME OF 
THE YEAR.  
Everyone knows Christmas is 
the worst time of the year. It’s 
the time when you can’t ignore 
the cold weather any longer so 
you’ve gotta dig out your lame 
parka and boots and mitts and all 
that crap. It’s the time when you 
have to pretend to like your family. 
If you don’t run around taping 
a bunch of Christmas cards to 
your fridge and raving about how 
much you love your idiot siblings, 
people think you’re some kind of 
deviant! Ugh. To hell with that. It’s 
the time of year when all you’ve 
got to look forward to is a severe 
January 1st hangover and three 
months of sleet, shovelling and 
wet feet. Everyone knows that 
Christmas sucks.  Think about it: 
if the seasons were guitar players, 
who would Christmas be? Yngwie 
Malmsteen!!! Loud and fl ashy, but 
totally sucking in ways you didn’t 

even know were possible! Ha! So 
here’s a few tips to try to help you 
through the WORST TIME OF THE 
YEAR:

TRY TO STAY 
POSITIVE:  
Look, just ‘cause Christmas is a 
super bummer doesn’t mean you 
can’t try to enjoy yourself. People 
drink like crazy during the holidays 
so you can get away with way more 
stupid drunken shit than any other 
time of the year. If there’s some 
terrible ideas on your ‘bucket list’ 
now’s the time to grab a couple 
dozen tall boys and make your 
dreams come true! If you can’t stay 
positive...

GET INTO THE 
NEGATIVITY!!!  
With all the shallow, crass 
commercialism in the air, it’s a great 
time to really dig an ultra-depressing 
negative vibe! I love to wander 
through the worst mall I can fi nd and 

just soak up that bleak, superfi cial 
atmosphere.  YEAH! Really get into 
watching that mindless robotic 
consumerism. Now, go home, mix 
up a nice strong vodka & egg nog 
and turn on CNN! AWESOME!

MOOCH! 
The Holidays are a great time to 
hit your folks up for that loan, 
bug your friends for favours, and 
generally abuse the good nature 
of others. You won’t believe the 
kinda shit you can get away with 
when people are full of “Christmas 
cheer” and don’t want to “feel like 
a Grinch”. What are you waiting 
for? ‘Tis the season... to milk the 
system!

REMEMBER, 
CHRISTMAS IS THE 
WORST TIME OF 
THE YEAR 
But there’s always a silver lining: 
as mentioned, one of the few 
redeeming things about the 
holidays is that people usually 
drink a lot.  So maybe, just maybe 
(in comparison) you won’t seem 
like such a lush! Good luck, dear 
Readers. 
 
Merry Christmas...  
- Your pal, Slo’ Tom

P.S.  Want some GOOD advice for 
a change? Go see Slo’ Tom & The 
Handsome Devils on Saturday January 
12th at House 0f TARG!






